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The Book of the Law. T

G. G. RUPERT.

THE book of the law, as written by Moses, ‘‘which
God gave to him,”’ Mal. 4:4, was designed by God to be
the guide for all time to come, as the only book of legal
authority for his peonle. Had it not been for the pres-
ervation of this book, not only before the advent of
Christ but since that time, his people would haye had no
guide in legal precepts. The ten commandments after
they had been received were placed in the ark and re-
mained there until they were finally lost by his pcople
without the privilege of man’s eye looking upon them,
but 2 ¢opy of those oracles was written in the book of
the law by Moses, thas giving us a complete system of
law in the book of the law; and it is alamentable thing
after reading the admonitions of Moses, Joshua, and
others concerning this book, to know that now in the
age in which we live we are surrourded with teachers
on every hand telling us that the book of the law was
abolished by Christ and nailed to the cross, thus releasing
us from any further obligations as to our obedience toit,
We will therefore, as the first effort in our teaching its
obligations upon every Christian, examine the evidence

relied upon for this great wholesale disregard to God’s
commandments.

In order to get the truth as to the teaching of the New
Testament Seriptures it is necessary to place betore my

readers some historical facts of ancient history which
will enable us to see clearly what ordinances and laws
were abolished by the cross of Christ. All ought to
realize, and must sooner or later, that all New Testa-
ment teaching of Bible doctrine is based upon the writ-
ings of Moses, he being the only individual in this world
ever authorized to write legal precepts for the guidance
of God’s children. All other writers were but teachers
of the laws written by Moses. This included the Mastcr
himself when here. But to understand the teaching of
other writers it is necessary that we understand very
thoroughly the law of Moses. We will venture to say if
there wae a better understanding of the teaching of the
law and the historical facts of ancient Israel and the |

| counterfeit worship of their day, there would not have

arisen that great mistake of holding that the New Tes-
tament taught the abolishing of any law God ever gave,
for there is not a text in the New Testament which
teaches such a dectrine, as any law God ever gave be-

ing abolished.
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WHAT WAS ABOLISHED?

We reply, ordinances and commandments pertaining
to Baal worship. But to see the truth of this statement
it is necessary that we study Baal worship as it was
taught and practiced. First, so far as the form of wor-
ship was concerned to the casual observer there wasn’t
a marked difference, We would refer to the following
scriptures to show it is. We will see first that God re-
quired strict obedience to the law of Moses to_teach les-
sons of ine gospel, ana had they obeyed it it would have
preveated this false worship.

And the Lord spake unto Moses saying, Speak unto the children
of Icrael, ard say vnto them, I am the Lord your God. After the
doirgs of the lend of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt,shall ye not do:and
after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, st a')
ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. Ye shall do
my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to wail thercin: I am
the Lard vonr Gad. . Ve sho ‘hereforaaep my statutes, and my

judgments: which if a man do, ho shall live in them: I am the
Lord. Lev. 18: 1-5.

Baal worship had priests, burnt offerings, peaice offer-
ings, drink offerings, the same as did the true worship.

2 Kings 10: 19 25; 16: 4, 10-18.  They offered bullocks
1 Kings 18:17-26. They cffered rams Num. 23:1-3. Baal
worship ha d set days for worship the same as all relig-
1ous sy stems must have, - ‘

And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fif-

teenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and
he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto
'he calves he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the
high places which he had made. So he offered upon the altar which
he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month,even
in the month which he had devised of his own heart: and ordained
a feast un to the children of Israel: and he offered upon the saltar
and burat incens2. 1 Kings 12: 32, 33.

This sets the matter clearly before the readers that
they may see the similarity between the two systems of
worship, that of God and that of Baal, but in the study
of the two it i¢ easy to see there is a marked variation.
T he time for worship is different for one thing. Anoth-
eris,the king often assumed the duty to offer the offer-
ings upon the altar, wnile in the true only the priest was
permitted to come near the altar,alse other differences,
but the greatest trouble of all was one was dedicated to
the worship of the planets of heaven while the ogher
was dedicated to the worship of God who made all things
Ln ?Zal\éen and earth. Thus one was idol worship. Deut.

The nations engaged in this worship of Baal. We read
of the Exyptians as worshipers of Baal in the days of
Moses. The Assyrians were also worshipers of Baal as
we read in the Bible. But still more dangerous nations
to Israel than these were the Amonite, the Moabite, the
Midianite,the Edomites. The Egyptians and Assyrians
were of Hammetine origin,the ot her nations mentioned
were with Israel Shemmetie and we learn blood relation,
thus making them more dangsrous to Isracl than the
others or the Canaanites whom they were todrive out.

The Amonite and Moabite were the descendants of
Lot, Abraham’s nephew, Gen, 19: $7.38. Tne Midianites
were descendants from Abraham by his wife Keturah.
Gen, 25:1-4. The Edomite was a descendant from Isaac,
Gen. 25: 25, 26. The next is both interesting and profit-
able to know how God located Israel in the land of Ca-
naan in the midst of these relations, for they. were all
appointed their country the same as Israel.

Whenjthe Most High divided to the nations their inheritang
when he separated the sons of Adam he set the bounds of the po’
ple according to the number of the children of Israel. For ihy
Lord’s portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritany
Deut 32: 8, 9.  And command the people, saying, Ye are topy
through the coast of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwel
In Seir; and they shall be afraid of you; take ye good heed umy
yourselves therefore: Meddle not with them; for Iwill not giveyn
of their land, no, not so much as a foot breadth: because I hen
given mount Seir unto Esau for a possession. Ye shall buy mest
of them for monay. that va may eat: and ye-chall alag huy T
of them for money,that ye may drink. For the Lord thy God hath
biessed thee in all the works of thy band; he knoweth thy walkiy
through this great wilderness; these forty years the Lord thy Gof
hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing. And when m
passed by from our brethren the children of Esau, which dwelti
Seir, through the way of the plain from Elath, and from Ezix-
gaber, we turned and passed by the wayof the wilderness of Moz
And the Lord said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contés
with them in battle; for I will not give thee of their land for;
possesion; fecause I'iave given Ar unto the thudren of Lol st
possession® . . . Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brot
Zered. And we went ovar the brook Zered. And the space in whiek
we came from Kadesh-barnea,until we were come over the brot
Zered was thirty eight years; until all the generation of theme
of war were wasted out from among the host, as the Lord swen
unto them. For indeed the hand of the Iord was against them b
destroy them from among the host, until they were consumed. %
it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and detd
from among the people,that the Lord spake unto me, saying, Thx
art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab, this day: Au
when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, d&
tress them not, nor meddie with them: for I will not give thee of
the land of the children of Ammon any possession; because [ haw
given it unto the children of Lot for a possession, Deut 2: {-22

Thus by studying the map we see that Israel was sur
rounded in close touch with the Ammonites, Mcabites
Midianites and Edomites which were closely related, tt
them. There joined them also the Philistines on tht
southwest and the Sidonians on the northwest and th¢
Syrians of the north. These last mentioned were mott
or less in marriage and circumstances closely in touc
with Israel, and they were all Baal worshipers. The ter
ritory of them all would not be more than some of the
states of the United States of America. God designel
that Israel would lead them all to the worship of the
true God,and had they kept the commandments of Mosé
as written in the book of the law this would have beet
accomplished, but instead of them remaining firm they
apostatized and adopted the Baal worship, 'This W
done over and over. We read of Sclomon’s apostacy.

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turné
away his heart after other gods: and his heart was net perfel
with the Lord his God as was the heart of David his father. F&
Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, a0
after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites, And Solome®
did evil in the sight of the Lord,and went not fully after the Lori
as did David his father. Then did Solomon build an high placefa
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before J¢
rusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Al
mon. And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burdt
incense and sacrificed unto their gods. 1 Kings 11: 4-8,

We also read of the apostacy of Israel with the Mid
ianites in the days of Moses, Num. 25:17, 18; also in th¢
days of Ahab king of Israel. 1 Kings 16: 30.83. In fact
there was not a good king in the house of Israel all the
days of that division and but!few in the house of Judab;

they all became more or less involved with Baal worship
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The similarity was so great they no doubt reasoned it
would do just as well and no doubt be more popular,and
no reformation of character being required it was an
easy matter todisregard the commandments of God and
adopt Baal worship. The Lord had given statutes and

judgments which were to ever prevent his people from
departing from the true God, as we read.

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the
Lord my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land
whither ye go to possess it. Keep therefore and do them; for this
i¥ your wisdori and your understanding in tha right of the nations
which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great na-
tion iz a wise and understanding people. For what nation is there
30 great,and who hath a God so nigh unto them,as the Lord our God
is in all things that we call upon him for? And what nationis there
so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as 2l this
law, which I set before you thislday? Only take heed to thyself
and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine
eyes have seen,and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of
thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sous. Specially
the day that thou swodest before the Lord thy God inTeiil, when
the Lord said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will
make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the
days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach
their children. And ye came near and stood under the mountain:
and the mountain burned with fire unto the midst of heaven, with
darkness, clouds and thick darkness. And the Lord spake unto
gzu out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words,

t saw no similitude; only ye hearda voice. And he declared unto
you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten
commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone. And
the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and
judgments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over
topossess it. Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye
saw no manner of similitude on the day that the Lord'spake unto
you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire. Lest ye corrupt your-
selves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure,
the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any beastthat is on
the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air,
the likeness of anything that creepeth on the ground, the likeness
of any fish that is in the waters beneath the earth. And lest thou
lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and
the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be
driven to worship them, and serye them, which the Lord thy God
hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven. Deut. 4:5-19.

The Sabbath was to be a great bulwark and sign to
prevent Israel’s apostacy. It was the commandment
that ever pointed to the trve God who made all things,
also the annual sabbaths appointed to be observed at
different seasons of the year all taught a lesson for Is-
rael pertaining to the remedial system and work of
Christ.  These days occurred on different times from
days appointed by Baal worshipers. Jeroboam appointed
the fifteenth day of the eighth month for a feast day to
Baal worship, but there was none in the law of God on
that day, and if we will trace the origin of Sunday ob-
servance it was a day instituted for sun worship on the
first day of tne week in the place of the seventh day.
Now the Sabbath was given as a weekly sign to be ob-
terved by Israel and all true Christians to ever prevent
any form of apostacy. Now read the seriptures with
their connection where it is stated as to be a sign ahd
you will see why it was a sign.

Speak thou unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily, my sab-
baths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you through-
out your generations: that ye may know that I am the Lord that
doth sanetify you. Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is
holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to

death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be .
cut off from among his people. Six days may work be done; but
in the sevanth is the Sabbathof rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever
doeth an7 work in the Sabbath day,he shall surely be put to death.
Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe
the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual cove-
nant. It is a sign between me and the children of Israel forever:

for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on theseventh
day, he rested and was refreshed. Ex. 31:13 17.

A thousand years after the time Moses led them out
from Egypt we find this apostacy still going on and an
ohservance of the heathen statutes still observed; finally
the Lord gave them over to the Babylonish ecaptivity
and gives them to the full their hearts desire. We here
quote the story in full,

Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt,
and brought them into the wilderness. And I gave them my statutes
and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even
live in them. Morecover also I gave them my Sabbaths; to bea sign
between me and them, that they might know that I am the Lord
that sanctify them,  Rut the house of Israel rebelled against me
in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes,and they despised
my judgments, which if a man do, he shali even live in them; and
my Sabbuths thev greatly polluted: ther I gaid, I would pour out
my fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them. But I
wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before
the heathen, in whose sight I brought them out. Yet #lso I lifted
up my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring
them into the land which I had given them, flowing with milk and
honey, which is the glory of all lands; because they despised my
judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my Sab-
baths; for their heart went after theiridols. Nevertheless mine
eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I make an end
of them in the wilderness. But I said unto their children in the
wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your fathers, neither
observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: 1
am the Lord yourGod; walk in my statutes, and keep my judgments,
and do them; and hallow my Sabbaths; and they shallbe a sign be-
tween me and you,that ye may know that I am the Lord your God.
Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me: they walked not
in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which if a
man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my Sabbaths:
then I said,I would pour out my fury upon them toaccomplish my
anger against them in the wilderness. Nevertheless 1 withdrew
mine hand, and wrought for my name’s sake, that it should not
be polluted in the sight of the heathen,in whose sight T brought
them forth. I lifted up mine hand unto them also in the wilder-
ness, that I would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse
them through the countries; because they had not executed my
judgment, but had despised my statutes,and had polluted my Sab-
bathe and their eyes were after their fathers’ idols. Wherefore I
gave them also statutes that were not good,and judgments where-

by they should not live; and I pollated them in their own gifts, in
that they caused to pass through the fire all that openeth the
womb, that ] might make them desolate, to the end that they
might know that I am the Lord. Ezek. 20: 10-26.

Thus we see that the law written by Moses which G«d
gave him would have prevented idolatrous worship, and
the Sabbath was given to be a sign that they might ever
know the true God. The statutes which were not
are plainly stated, namely, the statutes of theheathen
who worshiped Baal. Bial v orship has been the curse of
the church from its earliest history to the present time,
The only remedy that ever has been or will be till proba-
tion closes is obedience to God’s commandments as writ-
tan in the book of the Jaw. We believe we are now pre-
pared to intelligently study the New Testament _scrieg-
tures as to what is abolised and what is not abolished.

To be Continued.
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the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,”” ‘see
ark:l. Butupon John’s baptism did not yet-follow
he gift of the Holy Spirit. Not until after being bap-
2d in the name of Jesus did men after Christ’s ascen-
on receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Acts 18; 19
xeepting the instance mentioned befére) and the same
hing Peter also taught on Pentecost, Acts 2: 37, 38.
iscertainly &lain _that there are different baptisms:
tism of tribulation and suffering; the baptism of
jvine, doctrine; the baptism in water (a figure of a
ial' and resurrection) following upon faith and re-
entance, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost. The first
o are aleo called baptisms of fire,
As Cornelius was a God-fearing man; therefore we
aleo in his case no proof that the gift of the Holy
hirit was ever given to any one before he compli
th God’s commandments. Notice further, that after
he Holy Ghost had fallen on Cornelius and his house-
ld Peter nevertheless commanded that they ahouég_
o baptized with water. See Acte 11: 45-48. Even th
iho had received the Holy Ghost needed yet to be bap-
Mized with water to fulfill all righteousness. - See also
att, §: 13, 15, where we algo have the testimony.that
fter Jesus had consecrated himself to all that the
Wothor had sent him to do,and was bantized as God de-
anded through John, then did the Spirit of God 'd'e-J
rend, and he abode upon him, and a vdice from heav-
 was heard saying, This is my beloved Son. d# v. -
Paul’s saying, There is one baptism, does not mean
pat there is no other baptism at all, but it means that
e is but one baptism whiéh' is demanded to be
beyed by the penitent belféver, ‘hamely, that which is
iministered in the name of, Jesus by immersion in
ater, As the one .faith of which Paul speaks in the
me passage is the faith in Jesus, so that one baptism
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins
the name of Jesus, upon which the gifts of the Holy

pirit were promised to follow, Acts 2: 38.
Malvern, Ark. e

el P
* The Book of the Lay, "~ ~
G. G. RUPERT. )

LATTER DAY PROPHECY.

We would call attention to the prophecy of Isaiah
hich reads thus:

Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; giye ear unto
¢ law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what purpose is
multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saiththe Lord; I am full
barnt offerings of rams,and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight
in the.plood of bullocks,or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye
me to appear before me, who hath required this at your hands,
tread my courts?  Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an
omination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of
emblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn
eting,  Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul
":‘fiw_t{l:y are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them,

Note this scripture says ‘‘your appointed feasts my
il hateth, "’ could this be the feast of God's appointing
lich he hates? certainly not; the whole connection
W8 it is the false system refered to. We next consid-
ﬁ" prophecy of Hosea. This prophecy also has its ap-
ieation to the church’s Gentile history sincé Christ, as
ight by Paul in his Roman letter, Rom. 9:24-26. This

het speaks of the apostate church as follows:

And'now will' T discover her lewdness in the sight or her lovers,
and none shall deliver her out of mine hands. I will also cause al]
her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sab-
baths,and all her solemn feasts. And I will destroy her vines and
her fig trees; whereof she hath said, these are my rewards that my
lovers have given me; and [ will make them a forest,and the beasts
of the field shall eat them. And I will visit upon her the days of
Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked her«

| self with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her loy-

ers, and forgat me, saith the Lord, Hosea 2:10-17.

Note, it is plainly stated in this seripture that Baal
worship has new moons,sabbaths and other emblems in
its worship. The word Sabbath means rest,God defines
which are his rest days, so here we find there are also

ed | others which are not of his appointment. Wherever the

statement “'in that day”’occurs in prophecy in the Bible
it has its application to the closing events of the world.
For full particulars on Hosea see the verse commentary
in the *‘Yellow Peril,”’ by the writer. Thus we see that
this system of counterfeit religion is carried down to the
very latest days, and would the space permit we could
easily show that the ancient names of nations are also
carricd down and have their application to modern na-
tions bearing the same characteristics of -these ancient
nations. These names and powers should be well under-
stood in B}t"le' study by thoge who wish to arrive at the
real ti'tz_fli,fo_i-'i_t is upon the history and teaching of the
0ld Testapient that we are enabled to clearly teach the
New Testament in truth, H};ving these principles laid
down as taught we think it will enable us to see what
the New Testament teaches is not abolished.

Let no'man therefore judge you in meat, or indrink,orin respect
of a holyday,or of thé new moon,or of the sabbath days; whichare
a shadow of"tht come; but thebody is of Christ. Col. 2:16,17,

For lack of becoming familiar with the Old Testament
it has been taken for granted that the apostle here is
speaking of these sabbaths and new moons and drink

fferings commanded by Moses,some even including the

en commandments which teach the seventh days is the
Sabbath.  But let us consider for a moment; first who
and what class of people were the Colossians? we reply
Gentiles, who had not even known about the law of
Moses, for they.had notkept it. V. 8 tells us who it was
that were troubling these Gentile conyerts, namely,
pagan philosophers, who through vain deceit, traditions .
of men and rudiments of the world were discouraging
the converts. But Paul reminds them of their experience

in being converted to Christ by baptism, circumeision of
the heart and the forgiveness of sin, they had enjoyed
all the fullness of Christianity. Here is advice to them,

_ Beyare lest anycman spoil you throngh philosophy and vain de-
ceit, aftp%:he tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Chrfst. For in him_dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily:~* And ye are complete in him, which is the head
of all pringipality and power; in whom also ye are cirenmceised
with the umecision made without hands, in g:ttlnz off the bod“
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. Buried wi

him jn bapt wherein ye are also risen with him through the
faith of tge‘, uﬂotﬂ? éod ‘who hath raised him from the dead.
And you being.fead in your flesh,he quickened together with him,

having forgivep, I trespasses; blottipg out the handwriting of
otdinlgn thl%lius'i us,wh{ch was contrary to us, and took-
it out of the way, nailing it to the cross; and havin spoiled %rin-
cipalities and powers, he made a shew of them opcnly, triumphing
over them in it.  Col. 2: 8-15,
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Language could not be more plainly stated as to what
ordinances and principalities and powers had been nailed
to the cross than is refered to, namely, the ordinances
and powers which had held them prior to their accepting
of Christ and the gospel. It had been fully revealed to
them by the Holy Spirit the work of Christ and his tri-
umph over the croes. Now,says Paul,Let no man judge
you in respect to meat offerings, drink offerings, holy
days, or new moons, or of sabbath days which are a
shadow of things to come, but the body is Christ. Itis
further shown in the following verses that no reference
whatever is made to the law written by Moses in the
shadowy service wherein they had been held.

Let no man beguile you of your reward in & voluntary humility
and worshiping of angels,intruding into those things which he hath
not scen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. And not holding the
head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourish-
ment minietered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase
of God. Wherefore il ye be dead with Chrst from the rudirents
of the world, why, as though living in the world are ye subject to
ordinances (Touch not,taste not, handle not; which all are to per-
1sh with ke using)after the commandmenta and doctrines of men?
Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship and
humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honor to the sat-

isfying of the flesh. Col. 2: 18-23.

It is a sad thing to realize that in times past the writ-
er applied this scripture written by Paul to the law of
Moses, thus giving away the greater part of the argu-
ment to begin with,in meeting the enemy who was try-
ing to abolish the seventh day Sabbath by this seripture,
We trust others when their attention is called to the
truth will cease to do as we did when the light came to
us from the study of the word. There is another scrip-
ture of the same class formerly admitted, as we did the
one just quoted, as applying to the law of Moses, when
it has no reference to the book of the law. Here it is.

Wherefore remember that ye being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called uncircumcision by that which is called the
circumcision in the flesh made by hands; that at that time ye were
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,and
strangers from the covenants of promise,having no hope,and with-
out God in the world; but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Fer he is our
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us: having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances;
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
and that he might reconcile both unte God in onebedy by the cross,
having sl:ia the enmity thereby. And came and preached peace to
you which were afar off,and to them that were nigh. Eph. 2:11-17.

Did God give a law that was contrary to us? Did he
give a law that was enmity to us? Certainly not. Did
he build up a middle wall between the Jew and Gentile
which he was compelled to break down because it kept
the Gentile from being saved? = No, indeed; they had
always enjoyed the privilege of being ecircumcised and
coming in and being joined to the house of Israel, and
why should he now change when he says he changes
not? We reply, it is ever on the part of man to change
and not God, This scripture says these were Gentiles,
who knew not God; but when they became acquainted
with God and accepted the gospel, that broke down the

middle wall between them contained in ordinance whij}
was contrary to us. That wall is only broken down 4§
every one who becomes a Christian; that wall whi
held them from becoming Christians is then broke down
the truth has made them free. Did God then build
wall to keep men from becoming Christians? No,indesf!
these are the same ordinances spoken of by Paul to
Colossians, namely, the heathen ordinances called B

worship.

We nl:izht remark that many are today just as muchi
bondage to some of these ordinances handed down toy
from our forefather Gentiles as were those in Ephesy
and it is the truth only that will make them free, mi
that freedom will come alone from obedience to God
commandments as written in the book of the law wrii
ten by Moses. But 8ays one, does not this ignore ti
fact that the true worship was a shadow of good thing
to come, and that good thing was the cross? We res
that all worship both false and true as taughtin the
sence of Bibles (as there was no printing done in tb
days of Moses) was but a kindergarten system of te
ing by object lessons, each offering representing o
tain lesson desired taught; and we wish to say hereths
the great cause of such confusion today among Ch
tians as to what is truth and what is not, is bacaut
they do not understand the teaching of the gospel
taught by Moses in this system. Now in that sy
the mind was impressed with certain truths which w#
only set before thém in a shadowy form through (i
offering. This was equally true in Baal worship. Tt
offering told them of certain blessings which would 8
they supposed, come to them through their god, tht
casting a shadowy lesson on their mind. The ima
worshiper today does not worship the image, but look
through that image to future blessings expected tol
derived from the god the image represents, So boll
are a shadow of things to come.

A very small part of the teaching of the law of Mo
cast a shadow to the time of the crucifixion. It coyerd
the entire ministry of Christ in his work of redemptit
which covers 7000 years from the beginning of tM
world, before it is completed; and those who are sav
will again be placed in their Eden home,and to apply
the offerings in the law of Moses to have their

ment at the time of the crucifixion is to show our I
of understanding of the law.

Salvation by faith or by the works of the law, whit
Much has been said about circumeigion being done awil

If there is a text that says it was done away I fal
indit. I can read in various places where there
much contention over whether a man could be saved !
being circumcised or not, but to find where it was ¢/
done away I fail to find it. This question of salvation ¥
circumcision caused much trouble among the chuté!
in Corinth, Rome, Galatia and other places. It caused
council to be called at Jerusalem where the quest®
could be discussed, but amid all the writings I find not*
ing about circumecision being abolished. Let us no¥
some of these points. Circumcision was a part of
law of Moges, but that was not the beginning of
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practice, Christ says it was not of Moses, but of the|

fathers. John 7:22. It wasa requirement placed on
Abraham and all his house, every male child was re-
quired to be circumcised, as a token or sign of the ever-
Jasting covenant made with Abraham. Gen, 17: 9-14.
Who would say that everlasting covenant ig still in force
with all its promises to the children of God today? This
covenant was made with our father Abraham when he
was separated from all about him and taken as a repre-
sentative of the redeemed heart. Paul says it was a
sign or seal of the righteousness which is by faith.
Rom. 4: 3, 11, 12. It was a sign or evidence to all his
followers that they should by faith separate themselves
from the world in marriage that the follewers of the
world might not become intermarried and thus lose their
faith in God by worldly influences. We learn this in-
struction from Moses, who warned Israel not to take the
sons of the Canaanites for their daughters neither give
their daughters to them in marriage. The principle is
a8 true now as it was then, and the lesson taught by
circumeision then was also to teach Israel that they
shanld he oircumeised in the heart as well as in the
flesh. Deut. 10: 16, Thus we see the lessons taught by
circumcision are just as necessary to the Christian in
every sense now as it was then, hence we must expect
the New Testament to treat it as such. Truthis always
worth careful study, so we here quote:

What shall we say then,that Abraham our father, as pertaining
to the flesh hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works,
he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the
Scripture? Abraham helieved God, and it was counted unto him
for righteousness.  Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not,but
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness. Even as Davld also describeth the blessedness
of the man,unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works,
saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiyen, and whose
sips are covered.  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not
impute sin, Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumeision
only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was
reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. How was it then reck-
oned? when he was in circumeision or in uncircumeigion? Not in
tircumeision, but in uncircumeision. And he received the sign of
tircumcision,a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had
yet being uncircumeised; that he might be the father of all them
that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness
might be imputed unto them also; and the father of circumcision
to them who are not of the circumcision only,but who also walk in
the steps of that faith of our father Abraham,which he had being
et uncireumeised  For the promise that he should be the heir of
the world, was not to Abraham,or to his seed through the law,but
through the dghteousness of faith, For if they which are of the
law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none
effect;because the law worketh wrath; for where no law is, there
i% po transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it might‘he by
grace; to tﬁe end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to
that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of ‘the
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all. Rom. 4: 1-16.

This seripture opens up the New Testament issue on
is point, namely, whether we are saved by faith cr
works of the law. Now in order tounderstand the
truth so far as the binding obligations of the law of
Moses is concerned, keeg this point in mind in reading
all New Testament teaching on the law question. 1t
was the theme discussed by all the writers.  The fol-
owing points should not be overlooked in the Scripture;
first Abraham received the blessedness of faith when
e was not circumcised.  Second, it was reckoned to
im by grace and not of works.
be the father of many nations,not only those who were
circumeiged but those who were not. = Fourth, if this
was reckoned as a result of works of our own then it
would be reckoned of debt and not of faith, hence we
reach this conclusion, that eircumcision had nothing to
do with the salvation question, for that must come by

Third, that he might|5

faith and is a free gift from God; so circurcision was
then required of each male individual, first as a token of

that salvation by grace when he accepted if. - Second. "
it was a national sign to keep the seed of Abraham a -
separate people,and third to prevent intermarriage with
unbelievers.  All lessons taught by the practice are
as essential today as then.

Britton, Okla.
Concluded next Week.

Pauline Conditionalism.

2 Cor, 5: 3.

PAUL’S conditions of eternal life are real Bible truths.
The reader may notice the “‘eternal weight of glory’’
promised in 2 Cor, 4; 7, while we examine a pmmﬂh
of 2 Cor. 5: 1 down through the 10th verse, using the
R. V. and the brackets for words of explanation. He
should study to get Paul’s meaning in his letters, and
not %o by what people say. Verse 1: “For we know
that if the earthly house of our tabernacle (our pres-
ent Jife condition) be dissolved (in death) we have (in
prom ) a build ng from Grd, 2 house (our Iuturc e
condition) not made with hands, eternsl and in the
heavens.”’

Verse 2: For verily in this (present condition) we
groan longing to be clothed upon (with our new Elorl-
fied condition) with our habitation which is from heav-
en, (when Jesus comes): If so be that being clothed
(glorified) we shall not be found naked (in death),
Paul means that it we are righteous and holy at death,
or when he comes, we will be clothed with eternal life.
For (versed) indeed we tnat are in this tabernacle
(our present changeable condition) do groan, being
burdened; not for that we would be unclothed, (not for
the blessings [7] of- death), . but that we would be
clothed upon, that what is mortal (ourselves now) may
be swallowed up of life (when he comes.) Verseb5:
Now he that wrought us (naturally and s&‘flzitually) for
this very thing (our full redemption) is ; who gave
unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 'Verse8: Being there-
fore always of good courage, and knowing that, whilst
we are at home in the body {in this mortal condition)
we are absent from the Lord (aot with him in the res-
urrection). (For we walk by faith and not by appear-
ance). Verse 8: We are of good courage, I say, and
are willing rather to be absent (resurrected from onr
corruptible condition) from the body and to be at home
(in the morning) with the Lord.

Verse 9: Wherefore also we make it our aim, wheth-
er at home (in life) or absent (i. e. changed at his com-
ing) to be well-pleasing unto him.  Verse 10: For we
must all be manifested before the judgment . seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in
the body, according to what he hath done, whether it
be good or bad. And that day may come suddenly.

Now let us remember that the apostle wae a tent
maker by trade, and the putting together of the com-
ponent parts was familiar to him and his people. The
warp, woof, and filling were figures in his mind of the
three component parts in man; body, soul and & irit,
which he mentions in 1 Thess. 5: 23, and in Heb. 4: 12,
Thle 1i(r)atermediate stateis not even hinted at in 2 Cor.

The three, body, soul, and spirit, are considered as
one person in life, as God arran man in the begin-
ning. Gen. 2:7. But death disarranges the concrete
man. But Paul calls death *‘unclothed,” *‘naked,”’
unpreparedness. But to be *‘clothed upon” is resurrec-
tion and glory, — W. H. Gardenhire in Day Dawn.
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isangel after angel comes, we have now noticed
 angel of progress. Out from ignorance, crime,
erstition, ancient ways and the crude machinery of
past, and the angel of progress has led usinto the
den present of education, brotherhood, modern ways
travel and of doing things. Out from the dark night
the past this angel has brought us to the golden gate
the 20th century, where the sun has risen with a
fghtness that no past age has known. Its golden
ams are driving out the chilly atmosphere of hatred
i selfishness, and giving us in return, the warm at-
wphere of brotherly love. -

st but not least, comes the angel of salvation.
his angel announced and sang, ‘‘Unto us a child is
B, a Son s given;”’ also, ‘‘Peace on earth.”” No
ol ever brought.such a message to this world as the
ool of salvation. It is the great power that has
oved hand in hand with the angel of progress. This
beel of salvation is leading the hosts of Christendom
to victory. They are finding their way to the dark-
t corners of the earth, and to the buried islands of
8:3ea.  God hasten the day when these two angels of
ey and goodness will have beited the giobe and car-
ed the mes sage to the entire world!—Religious Teles-

>

The Book of the Law.
G. G. RUPERT.

Concluded.

THE FALSE TEACHERS IN THE APOSTLES’ DAY

This class of teachers held the position that faith in
hrist was not necessary to salvation, but as they were
¢ seed of Abraham to whom the promises were made
ey could be saved by cireumeision and the formal ob-
rvance of the law. This is the question for us to con-
der, and when we do from this point of view, we will
¢ clearly that in every statement the doing away of
2 law was not the question at all, but it was whether
2y could be saved by circumcision alone or not, with-
It faith in Christ. Paul says- Abraham was justified
} faith. and not by the works of the law, and so we
tlieve every soul saved will be saved by faith as was
braham, These Judahizing teachers are not the only
8 who iry to be saved by works. Penance and works
agreat system in the Catholic chnrch, and many be-
eve that baptism will save a man now, others in pay-
¢ tithe as did the pharisee of old. But don’t fail to
2 that all who accept Christ by'falth to that extent
hat they are accepted of him they will not hesitate to
Devery requirement of God that is commanded as did
iraham when he was circumecised when he was nearly
¢ hundred years old. It is the willing and obedient
shall eat the good of the land, and when there is
0t that spirit of obedience on the part of believers it is
very best evidence they are not in a saved condition.
The 2nd chapter of Romans gives in unmistakable
lguage how a man is saved by faith and not by the
tks of the law, but for fear some would get the idea
om this that it was not necessary to be circumcised
i keep the law so Paul settles that point also.

Seeing it is one God,which shall justify the circumcision by faith
and the uncirenmeision through faith. Do we then make void the
éav;o thr{)ugh taith? God forbid, yea, we establish the law. Rem.

We now see thatin no sense does justification do
away with any law, but it does establish the law. The
reader will do well to turn and read all of Romans 2nd
chapter on this point.

Trouble in the church of Galatia.

0 foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not
obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ huath been evident-
ly set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you.
Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing
of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye
now made perfect by the flesh? Have ye suffered so many things
in vain? if it be yet in vain. He therefore that ministereth to you
the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Even as Abraham
believed God,and it was accounted tohim for righteousness. Know
ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the chil-
dren of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospe! unte
Abraham, saying, in thee shall all nations be blessed. So then
they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. For as
many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no

* | man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for,
.| The just shall live by faith. Gal. 3: 1-11,

The record shows that the brethren of Galatia had
started right to worship God and obey God through
faith in Christ and his power to save and aid them, but
certain ones had come and troubled them over thesame
old question of salvation by works in the place of salva-
tion through faith in Christ. Paul must therefore teach
them the relation the law sustains to faith, teaching them
the putpose of each. He does this by calling their at-
tention to the promise made to Abraham through faith
and that the giving of the law on Sinai 430 years after

could mot disannul that promise, and that the reader
may see we quote the following:

Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a
man’s covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or
addeth thereto, Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises
made. He saith not, And to seeds,as of many; but as of one,And
to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, that the covenant,
that was confirmed before of God in Chriata the law, which was
four hundred and thirty years after,cannot iunnul,timt it should
make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the
law, it is no more of promise, but God gave it to Abraham by
promise. Gal. 3: 15-18.

He then continues to show the purpose of the law in
the plan of salvation as follows:

Wherefore-then serveth the law? it was added because of triffs-
gression, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made;
and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediafor. Now &
mediator is not & mediator of one, but God is one. Is the law then
against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a
law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should
have been by the law. But the Scripture hath concluded all under
gin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to
them that beliéve. But before faith came,we were kept under the
law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come

we are no | r under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor
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Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor fe-
male: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s
then are ye Abraham’s seed and heire according to the promise.
Gal. 3: 19-29,

The purpose of the law written at Sinai was that it
might become as a whole a written schoolmaster to
bring us to Christ. Now by a careful study of the law
system it is easily seen that through those offerings
with the law of ten commandments in the ark the whole
was a kindergarten system to teach the prineiples of
the gospel and what God required of us as Christians
after we had accepted Christ by faith. The ordinance

of baptism is here classed as a part of the law as here

wn. But to teach that a man enuld be saved by pass-
ing through the mere form of the requirements was far
from the truth of these teachers, as gaul says.

i They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude
you, that ye might affect them. But it is good to be zealously
affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present,
Gal. 4:17,18. .. :

Paul tola tne brethren those teachers would gladly
exclude them that they might affect them. That is if
they gained their point in keeping them from accepting
Christ little did they care what became of them, and it
turned out that way with them, for as soon as they lost

their faith in Christ instead of becoming believers in
the law they went back to their old custom in the ob-
servance of the heathen ordinances as stated in this
chapter.

But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of
God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, where-
unto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and
months, and times, and years. Iam afraid of you, lest I have be-
stowed upon you labor in vamn. Gal, 4: 9-11.

"It is even now often seen that the main thing oppo-
sers have in mind is to keep the party from obggdience
tlo (éod even though they know the individual will be

08

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free,and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Be-
ho 1d, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall
profit you nothing. or I testify again to every man that is cir-
cumcised, that he is a debtor to go 53 whole law. Christ is be-
come of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the
law: ye arefallen frem grace. For we through the Spirit wait for
the hope of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ neither
circumision availeth anythrng.noruncircumciaion; but faith which
worketh by love. Gal. 5: 1-6.

This teaches us that as soon as they lost faith in
Christ they were again entagled with the yoke of bond-
age,in other words they turned again to the weak and
beggarly elements of the world and in sin. This then
is plain as to what the yoke of bondage is, some teach
that the yoke of bondage was the law of Moses. Such
* teaching is bad enough to say the least.and yet we have
been guilty of this thing for it was thus we had been
taught. It matters not how they placed upon themselves
this yoke if they didit by expecting to be saved by works
of the law without!Christ they were soon found sinner<,
for no man can keep the law without Christ, or if they
turned again to heathenism for help they were still
sinners, for the blood of Christ alone that cleanseth from
all sin, The yoke of bondage is not the law God as writ-
ten in the book by Moses, far from it. Let the reader

never say again it is,for it is not scriptural. Pays
them plainly that I Paul say unto you that if ve be s
cumcised it profiteth you nothing. Some Suppose {}
is a positive saying that circumcision should not
practiced at all. No,the reason they should not be ¢
cumcised in this instance is plainly stated, namely, |
they seek to be justified by the law then they arefy]
from grace, 0 it was the object they had in being ¢
cumcised that is condemned,and not the correct re
understood in the act that condemned the individual
I was baptized and expected to be saved by the actyif
no faith in Christ whom the ordinances commemoras]
the act would be sin in the place of a blessing, so in t
case where they turned again expecting to be saved|
circumcision. It is alse true that whoever may try
save himself by his own works of obedience of the |
will find himself with the bigest yoke of bondage i
ever found, for when he comes to realize that Godn
quires nim io do the whole law he will then see it to
impossible to perform. It is through Christ
strengthens us that we are able to de works

without him we can do nothing, but with him we ean
all things,

As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they o
staain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persea
tion for the cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who
circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, th
they may glory in your flesh. But God forbid that I should glom
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the worlli
crucified unto me, and 1 unto the world. For in Christ Jesusné

er circumeision availeth anything, nor uncircumeision, but s n
creature. Gal. 6: 12.15,

This was a zeal for self glory on the part of the om
sers of the truth,and it is safe to say that nearlyallo
position to truth is caused by some selfish motive.
point to which all service of God points is the new ore
ture, but this was lost sight of and the opposers ther
selves did not keep the law which they were trying

hard to exalt. This was found in the same class as
corded in the second of Romans.

But as God hath distribnted to every man, as the Lord hath calld
every one, 80 let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. I
any man called being circumcised? let him not become uneirean
cised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumeis
Circumecision is nothing, and uncirecumecision is nothing, but t¥
keeping of the commandments of God. Let every man abide in t
same calling wherein he was called. Art thou called being & ¢
ant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be free, use it rather. F
he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s fré

man: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ’s ser’!
ant. 1 Cor. 7: 17.22.

The same thought is here again used, namely, if G«
has converted your heart and called you don’t let me
make you believe you must do something else in ord
to be saved, that is, do works as a means of salvation
but know that you are then in a saved condition p 0!
ing you continue to walk ia the light and do the thing
God has told you to do. You after conversion do not
the things God requires in order for him to accept ¥0
for that he has already done, but you now do them !
please him, believing he knows best what you need !
do.  This is obedience as a loving child pleases the
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parents,not to have the parent own them as a child,but
obey them because it is their duty gnd pleasure to obey. |
This is a seryice well pleasing to Go’tfmlf. is not acold
man made service, but it is such as is,warmed by thei
Holy Ghost and rendered from a heart of love to God.
0 for more of this service, It is this kind that is tolove
God with all the heart and our neighbor as ourselves.
It is this service that does away with lords over God’s
flock who rule with the iron hand and cold formalism.
It is this that dispels the darkness cast over the vigjtor
who enters a formal church that lacking the warm wel-|

come to all which the Holy Ghost makes us feel we
should receive. Lord, give us a heartto render this
srviee, - A o

BrittZn, Oklgy» 54 . -
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The Book of the Law.
G. G. RUPERT,

Believing in our former articles we have shown
ly the origin and practice of heathen ordinances and
they have been handed down to us by our father
tiles and how it was those ordinances that were
ished when a man accepted Christ, and farther 8
that not a single text relied upon to prove the law
Mosges was in any sénse abolishied at thie cross, ¢ %
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wow prepared to study the laws as given at Sinai for us.
nstudying these laws we cannot be particular in order
i know what God would require of us.  As to the im-

wrtance of the laws written by Moses we will refer to
et a few of the many statements and will here quote
hem for the reader.

For these nations, which thou shalt possess, harkened unto ob-
ervers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the Lord thy
«d hath not suffered thee so to do. I will raise them up aproph-
¢ from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my
rds in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall
ommend him. And it shall come to pass,that whosoever will not
harken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, 1 will re-
ire it of him. But the prophet which shall presume to speak a
ard in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or

at shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet
hall die. Deut. 18: 14, 18-20.

The above is the advice of Moses.
dvice of the Lord direct to Joshua.
B 001y be thon strong and very courageous, that thou mayest ob-
arve to do according to all the law,which Moses my servant com-
minded thee: turn not from it to the right hand orto the left, that
loa mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the
iw shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate
herein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according
pall that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way
msperous, and then thou shalt have good success. Josh. 1: 7, 8.
We will simply give the above as a sample of the
many instructions given by the Lord to his servant Mo-
s and others concerning this book of the law. We
annot realize the importance of this subject till we
ad the Bible carefully upon it. We have been taught
his awful error so long that we had nothing to do with
he book of the law,till it is almost obsolete and entire-
b forgotten by the professed people of God. We will
mply say it is the frame work of the whole Bible. It
sthe foundation of every sound doctrine in the Bible,
It contains the only rule by which character can be
built, It is the foundation of all hope. . It was given
by the Lord Jesus to men through Moses. It contains
he only legal statutes ever given by God for the gov-
émment of men in both civil and religious government.
It was given to be handed down to us. Acts 7: 37. It
i the basis upon which all teaching of Christ and the
Dostles was based and we will say to our readers as
lid the Lord to the kings who should sit upon his throne,
Meditate upon it day and night.”’

THE IMPORTANCE OF LAW.

The basis of all society, national government and
Pzgnizations of all kind is the law regulating and gov-
ming the subjects therewith. Laws are indispensable
d organizations cannot exist without them. Hence
he first duty of every citizen of a nation, member of
ocieties or organizations is to acquaint themselves with
he rules governing the same, A family without well
ablished discipline is far from what it should'be. As
efore stated the object of the Bible is to instruct, gov-

1and teach men the way of life,and to form in them
tharacters which will reflect the character of the Bible's
or. Hence law, pointing out the duties of man to
s fellowmen, the duty of man to his Maker, and prin-

We now give the

ciples governing: his physical relation to natural laws
must be established for his government. The only
means that we have of knowing God is by the princi-
ples set forth in.his laws which he has given to govern
his subjects. For in these principles and precepts is re-
vealed the character of God himself. If God is just,his
law must be just. If God is love, his law must be love.
If God is eternal and allwise, his law must be unalter-
able and eternal in its duration. So says the inspired
penman, ‘‘Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at
peace: thereby good shall come unto thee. Receive, 1
pray thee,the law from his mouth and lay up his words
in thine heart.” Job22: 2!, Again the wise may sayve
““Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear
God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole
duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judg-
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil.”” Ecel. 12: 13, 14. But the trouble
is man has failed to acquaint himself with God as he
should by the reception of his law into his heart: he has
failed to do his whole duty, for this reason the'plan for

redemption from sin with all its effects, and to restore
the image of God in man was instituted through Christ.

We read the statements of the Psalmist David that the
angels of God keep his commandments. Heaven could

not exist without the divine principles of law governing
all its beings, and God himself is governed by his own
law. It is said it is impossible for God to lie. The law
is a part of his being. The law may exist in a written
or unwritten form. It may be a part and principle of
the individual himself. Or it may be drawn out for the
transgressor, the violater, that they may know when
transgression takes place. Certain penalties governed
by regulation also, may be inflicted. Mark it well, the
foundation of all scripture is the law of God. The judg-
ment of all men will be decided according to it. And
while all men will be saved by faith they will be judged
according to their works. Thus we see that the divine

precepts of God for the government of men must exist
during all time in some form or manner.

The first place where we read the law of God. where
they have assumed a written form is in the writings of

Moses. There God forms a nation and he had his serv-
ant write out the laws ot that nation for the government
of all the people that were in that nation or that might
join themselves to it. There were then, as there always
will be, different codes and kinds of laws. If we would
acquaint ourselves with them it would be for our good,
for these principles will ever continue. Law is the basis
upon which every structure of society, religion, civil
governmeuts and all things pertaining to man is built,
Law is that which holds the -universe of God in exist-
ence. In the beginning ‘‘God spake and it was done, he
commanded and it stood fast.,” While we do not have
what is called the natural law in written characters it
exists just the same. It came from the same source; it
was commanded by the same being. It is the word of
God that holds the planets in their course. Itis the
word of God that makes this planet revolve on its axis,
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It was the word of God that created light to shine out
of darkness. It was the word that created man from
the dust of the earth, that formed him after his own
image. The universe is controlled by the unwritten
law of God,just the same as man is by the written law,
As there were hundreds of years when man was con-
trolled by the unwritten law, so throughout eternity,in
the world to come, he will again be governed by the un-
written law of Jehovah. Written law is for the instruc-
tion of men, leading them to the knowledge of the un-
written law. Law is for the control of the lawless and
wayward, But when man is educated in right princi-
ples and these principles are written in the heart says
the apostle, ‘‘Against such there is no law.”’ This prin-
ciple of the laws of God both as manifested in the un-
written, natural law of the universe and the written or

unwritten iaws for the government of man are expressed
by the Psalraist David in the following language:

The heavens declare lhe glory of God; and the firmament shew-
eth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech no language, where
their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the
earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he
set a tabernacle for the sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out
of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His
going forth is from the end of heaven,and his circuit unto theends
of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. The law of
the Lord is perfect,converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord
is sure,making wise the simple. Thestatutesof the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure,enlight-
ening the eyes. The fear of the I.ord is clean, enduring forever:
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More
to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweet-
er also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy
servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
Who canunderstand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.
Keep back thy servant alss from presumptuous sins: let them not
have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be in-
nocent from the great transgression. Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart,be acceptable in thy sight,0 Lord,
my strength, and my Redeemer. Psalm 19.

The divine principles of the decalog, expressing both
love to God and man,are as perfect for the government
of men as is the unwritten law of nature, which governs
the universe, Both are perfect. Now for an understand-
ing of the laws of God for the government of men as
revealed in the Scripture it is necessary that they be
classified as they are given in the Bible. God formeda
nation ir this world and became their direct ruler. All
law for thair governmant and prosparity was enacted
by himself, given to his servant Moses and written by
him,with the exception of the decalog,or ten command-
ments. This he wrote himself. Anyone must readily
see that in the government of a nation, there must be
different classes of laws in order to meet every want of
man, both spiritual and temporal. This nation was
formed when Israel was brought outof Egypt and
placed in the land of Canaan. We will therefore classify
these laws under different heads quoting precepts from
each that the reader may get o clear understanding of
the laws of God as given by him. )

The first is the Royal Law so called in the Secriptures,
but commonly called the decalog,

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that
in heaven above or that is in the earth beneath, or that isin
water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself {o then
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generatin
of them that hate me: and shewing merey unto thousands of the
that love me and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not
the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain, Remember the Sebbat}
day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: init thy
shalt not do any work,thou,nor thy son,nor thy daughter, thy mar
servant, nor thy maidservant,nor thy cattle,nor thy stranger {h
is within thy gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven &
earth, the sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. Ho.
or thy father and thy mother; that thy days may be long uponth
land which the Lord tky God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill
Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shal
not bear false witness against thy neighbor. I'hou shalt not ot

thy neightor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wifg
nor his manser vant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his &3
ner anything that is thy neighbor’s. Ex. 20: 4-17.

THE ROYAL LAW

As the above title signifies, this is the kingly or &-
perior law. All other laws grow out of this one, and it
is the basis upon which all laws of God are founded,
it relates to man and his Maker. This title is not ht-
man, but is given this law by the pen of inspiration
as recorded in James 2:8-12, It is thie law that contai
the whole duty of man,and had man always done his dofy
there would have been no necessity for a gospel, whic
is the remedy for sin. While the law was not written
until the events at Sinai the historical facts as recorded
in the book of Genesis, show that it was in existenc
The first precept we have mentioned in the book of Gené:
sis is that of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment
recorded in the second chapter as follows.

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had msde;
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he b
made. And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it:becanst
that in it he had rested from all his work which God created #
made. Gen. 2: 2, 3.

The first commandment broken after Adam’s tran®
gression was the murder of Abel by his brother Cain
From this time forward crime increased in every fom
until the record says the earth was filled with violencé
and man’s heart was only evil continually. Ged
destroyed the world with a flood.
righteousness, with his family was saved in the
From the flood till the time of Moses, many instancé
are recorded where these divine principles were brokéd
by men. The record says that Rachel stole. How could
she have stolen had _there been no commandment fo
bidding theft? Adultery during this period was
be sin. Where no law is says the Bible, there is no it
And again, whosoever committeth sin transgresseth
the law. {01 sin is the transgression of the law. 1 Joli
8:4, Thus we see this kingly or superior law, was If
existence prior to the time it was given on Mount Si
An1 when Israel was formed into a nation with
the direct ruler in the land of Canaan, this remain
royal or kingly law of that government. It was
law which was placed in the ark as the basis of all ls#
The other laws were placed in the side of the ark.

Noah, a preacher of
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7 Out of Touch with our Lord.

the relation that civil government sustains to the

; : tor. Civil government recognizes that there is g py

'r‘tgbtuéyv:om'.]fb%ﬁs&?ﬁi‘gnﬁ '32'3; grief higher tha: it. It stands ing defense of the lawnoz

Hapastal. s You; o ould Bave given relief, | higher power. The very fact that earthly governpg

But, weary and cheerless, she went away, legislate upon this commandment shows that this p

B%E:g’fv-e:g gu{";gpt%';‘if}l ‘v';;’tth";gr“fg;d' ciple exists as an absolute necessity,and that it ig g
Only a word, yes, only a word, to take life.

Under the theocracy of Israel, with
That the Spirit’s small voice whispered, “‘Speak;” as their ruler, the royal was enforeced by the eiyil w
But the worker passed onward, unblessed and weak,

0m you were meant to have stirred “And if men strive together, and one smite ang
To courage, devotion and love anew,

s SHA ekl O with a stone, or with his fist, and he die not, but ka
yOque}'ex ot af fonch ot i g eth his bed: if he rise again, and walk abroad upon
& Onl¥ a né)te, yg, onlyla r‘ljote, staff, then shall he that smote him be quit: only
0 a friend in a stant land; S a4l i
The Spirit said ““Write,”” but then you had planneg shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall cause
ome different work and you thought

to be thoroughly healed.” Ex, 21:18, 19, Legislatis
In mattered little, Yon did not know

"Twould have saved a soul from sin and woe— bear Ing upon ?h_m point ate n,’ade tOd_ay !n all gove
You were out of touch with your Lord. ments, recognizing the principles of justice of ma
Only a song, yes, only a song, man.  “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hy

?g‘tvg}gesg?ﬁ; ﬁistf;?f gonﬁﬁgﬁhued right.” foot for foot, burning for burning, wound for won

ut you thought, *“’Mid tg'

v i this motley throng, stripe for stripe,” Verses 24, 25. God recognized Ik
care not to sing of the city of gold:™

And thehlileart that your words might have reached grew | need of punishment and the punishment was the s
cold—.

o e T as the offence. No better principle could possibly
0:] ?;:;’ ;es °::1y ‘;"dayy R introduced today. If an ox gore a man or woman,
%l;’t oh! can y,hou guess, my friegd. ? l they die; then the ox shall be stoned,and the flesh sk

ere the influence reaches an where it will end .

Of the hours that you frotioy AWyl not I.:e eaten; but the owner of tpe ox sh_all .be ol

The Master's command is ‘‘Abide jn me:"’ Bat if the ox were wont to push with horn in time pa
And fraitless and vain will

If out of touch with your Lerd ¢ be and it hath been testified to his owner, and he hath

—Sel. by S. E. Price. |kept him in but that he hath killed a man or a woms

S the ox shall be stoned, and his owner also shall be

The Book of the Law. todeath. If there be laid on him a sum of mom
& Gm then he shall give for the ransom of his life whater
e hian it is laid upon him, Verses 28-30. This statute is g

THE CIVIL OR NATIONAL LAw. just. If a man through carelessness causes the des
We would next mention the civil law which pertaing|of his fellowmen, he is violating the commandment th
only to man’s relation to his fellowman in national life, [#a¥8, “'Thou shalt not kill.””  Consequently he shoil
The civil law must, as would readily be seen, necessari. | be Dbunished as a transgressor of that commandmen
Iy be based upon the royal law,and the precepts of that | This crime 1s manifested in many ways, and it is th
law would be engrafted into its statutes as these princi- | duty of civil government to enact laws protecting
ples would necessarilly govern ciyil and national life as| Viduals against this class of people. “And if s ma
‘?udgs spiritual life in a government where God wag|Shall open a pit, or if a man shall dig a pit, and 1d

the direct ruler. cover it, and an ox or an ass fall therein; the ownerd|

€ Now quote quite freely from this code that the the pit shall make jt good, and give money unto f
er may have wel! fixed in his mind, the position

° ] owner of them; and the dead beast shall be his,  An
that it occupied in the government. Many of these if one man’s ox hurt another’s that he die; then thej
precepts are found in the book of Exodus, chapters 21 [gha1] sell the live ox, and divide the money of it; an
to 24 inclusive. ‘‘He that smiteth a man, so that he|the dead ox also they shall divide. Or if it be knowiff
die, shall be surely put to death, And if a man lie not that the ox hath used to push in time past, and hi
in wait, but God deliver him into hie hand; thenI owner hath kept hin, in; he ghall surely pay ox for o
will appoint thee a place whither he shall flee.  But if (and the dead shall be his own.” Verses 33.36. “Ifs
a man come presumptuously upon his neighbor, to slay | man shall steal an ox or a sheep, and kill it or sell it
him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, | he shall restore five oxen for-an ox and four sheep for
ilimt h& ag. ald{ea Anfl he :htat ;mit%etlg his father or/g sheep. 1If s thief be found breaking up, and be snit

The ek, shall be surely put to death,’ ““Thoy | €N that he die, there shall no blood be shed for hir
shalt o Bl g*,s;;;;g';;g;‘g:g*g;g:nmyga;ffgﬁ If the sun be risen upon him, there shall be blood sié

% . . ¢l s . . I8 | ha"
his fellowman willfully he shall be put to death. We :‘;‘; }:‘i'n"; f(t);el;el?:g:glT:k:ofig"foies:itsut:zz & if h& e
would call attention to this difference, The royal law ’ A gt syl it
o e s s s one avig authorty (1B crtinstound s s
to issue such a command. The civil law says, “'Ifa|9s.

22:1.4.  God recognized that the thief should be pure
man shall kill, he shall be put to death. This teaches ished and if it

was in the night when the owner
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protect himself or his property and he should take
life of the transgressor he should go free. But if
o5 in the daylight, when the thief could be caught
dealt with according to laws governing such crimes,
law should take its course., All these principles are
oduced thus: ‘‘If a man’’ shall do so and so. The
septs of the decalogue are introduced in this way,
hou shalt not.”” Thus we see clearly that the stat-
sof the civil code recognize the authority of the

“ would call attention to another point. ~The eivil
e can only deal with the outward violation of the

alogue, But the judgment of heaven when God
s with man for their transgression of the decalogue
does not only deal with them according to their
jons but according to their thoughts and intents of
heart, ‘'In the day when God shall judge the se-
&ts of men by Jesus Christ daccording to my gospel.”’
m. 2:16. Thus the civil code does not deal with
en from a Christian standpoint, but purely froma
tional standpoint, from the duty man owes to man.
an may suffer death for the violation of the command-
ent, “Thou shalt not kill’”’ by the law of the land,but
s does not free him from his transgression of the
yal law in the judgment to come. It could even be
sible that he could repent before his punishment
d be saved hereafter and still suffer the penalty just-
here, This could be true in the case of the violation
any of the other commandments. ‘‘But after thy
dness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thy-
If wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of
erightecus judgment of God; who will render to
ey man according to his deeds.”” Verses 5, 6. Civil
Win our day recognizes these principles, but the
atutes of God ean not be improved upon, hence there
1 be no better legislation upon the points here men-
med than the one given by Moses. If any individual
searching for just laws let him go to these divine
atutes, for they apply to all these alike. ‘‘But after
hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto
iyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation
f the righteous judgment of God; who will render
Pevery man according to his deeds: to them who by
itient continuance in well doing seek for glory and
or and immortality, eternal life. But unto them
I8t are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but
y unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribula-
" and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth
W, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile. But
oy, honor,and peace to every man that worketh good,
the Jew first, and also the Gentile. For there is no
Spectof persons with God. For as many as have sinned
ithout law shall also perish without law and as many
B have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law.
rnot the hearers of the law are just before God. but

°er§ of the law shall be justified.”” Rom. 2:5-14.
ere is still another class of laws under the same
ding which were enacted under this form of governs

ment in which are recognized church and state. The
precepts we have quoted pertain to man’s duty to his
fellow men. But as this gevernment was union of
church and state, it also had the right to legislate, so
far as outward observance was concerned, upon the
flest four precepts of the decalogue which define our
duty to God. *‘Thou shalt not suffer a wizard to live.”’
"*A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or
that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall
stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.”’
Lev. 20: 27. These were a class of people that claimed
they had communication with the dead, and through
this medium communed with spirits in_other worlds.
This form of communication led to a direct denial of
the true God of the Bible who spoke to his people through
prophets and through his written word. Hence this
was an outward crime against this form of government
of which God was the direct ruler and a violation of
the first commandment, and if not checked would lead
many to deny the true God of Israel. And as this was
a government where religion was recogmzed and where
God was the only law maker they were dealt with as
guilty of rebellion, which it was. This scurce of com-
munication, as shown by the Seriptures, was the work
of the devil who has ever been in open rebellion against
God since the day of his fall. ‘‘And while the children
of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man that
gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day. And they that
found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses
and Aaron, and unto all the congregation. And they
put him in ward, because it was not declared what
should be done to him. And the Lord said unto Moses,
The man shall be surely put to death: all the congre-
gation shall stone him with stones without the camp.”
Num. 15: 26. The fourth commandment which says,
“‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy,”” pertains
solely to our duty to God and it was not the design in
this enactment to make a man a Christian, or even to
make him a better man in the eyes of God, for civil
legislation can not do this, but it was for the purpose
of sustaining the outward form of government, and
the recognition of God as their direct ruler.  The in-
dividual’s Christian experience had no bearing on the
question. People who joined themselves to that nation
agreed to comply outwardly, at least, with its statutes.
And for the outward violation of any statutes the ciyil
penalty of the law was inflicted, whether it was adultery,
Sabbath breaking, killing, stealing, witchcraft, or any
other commandment that was broken.  This code of
civil law was as separate and distinct in its legislative
purpose from the decalogue as anything could be, and
their penalties for their violation are entirely separate
and distinct, one being death or punishment inflicted.
here, the other, the second death hereafter. The civil
laws of the theocracy were within themselves a recog-
nition of the higher law. The royal law of the universe
said, “Thou shalt not kill.””  The civil law of that na-
tion 1ecognized the higher law by inflicting tem oral
punishment for the violation of that law. The violator
of the law of the universe will again meet his punish-
ment in the judgment to come. All nations recognize
the law of the universe. more or less,in the same man-
ner by affixing penalties for the viclation of those di-
vine principles.  There is this difference between the
theocracy of Israel and the nations of the world.

had a right to make laws governing the punishment of
the violation of statutes relating to man’s duty to his
maker: while nations of the world have no right to en-

force duty to God. God never endued men with that
power.
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Behold, I Come Quickly.

I wWATCH the dawn as its roseate fingers
Loop back the curtains of the darksome night;
And o’er the world so lately wrapped in shadows
Quietly steals the blessed morning light.
Anon the sun peeps o’er the eastern hills,
His bright beams veiled in mists of amber hue;
The earth rejoices, for the coming sunlight
Dries from her face the tears o evening dew.
And so may I rejoice, for my Lord cometh,—
The Sun of righteousness, the King of kings!
Lift up your head, ye weary, waiting pilgrims,
For lo! he comes, ‘‘with healing in his wings."”
As I behold the dawn, see the sun rising, —
The wondrous tokens of m{) Father's power;
M§ heart exulting sings, “‘O blessed hope!
esus may come before the noontide hour.’’
The hours glide on apace; their varied duties
Done heartily, as unto Christ, my king—
Filled with love, rejoicing in his presence—
What peace and joy the passing moments bring.
I have his word, I have the full assurance,
He purchased me; his blood has paid the debt;
Surely he'll come to claim his waiting children,
And he may come before the sun has set.
Once more the shades of night are hovering o’er us;
Again the myriad stars their vigils keep;
Seeking protection from my heavenly Father,
I lay me down in perfect peace to sleep.
I know he cares for me and he knows best,
And what his wisdom may see fit to send
I’ll bear with patience; for whom he chasteneth
Are those he loves. and he is still my Friend.
It may be while I sleep that death shall enter
And place his icy finger on my heart;
But Christ will utterly destroy *‘‘the king of terrors,"’
And loved ones then shall meet no more to part;
So sleeping, or wakmﬁ. I still am all the Lord’s;
He knows his own, he calls them by his name.
His tender heart notes every throb of angyish,
And every pain that racks the mortal frame.

Lord Jesus, quickly come! Let thy desr children
Hear the loud trump that bids the dead awake.
We hail with joy the signs of his near advent,
And he may come before the dawn shall break,
Whene'er he comes —at morning, noon or night—
Mq"we be ready, trusting in his word;
Watching we wait his loving gresence bright
““So shall we be forever with the Lord.’ -

Sel,

-
S ana oo o

The Book of the Law.

G. G. RUPERT.

THE LAW OF THE PRIESTHOOD

_As before stated, a theocratic form of government is
where church and state are both recognized in the laws
of that government, and where God is the direct ruler;
consequently a separate and distinct code regulating
the services and priesthood of that department of the
government must be enacted. Immediately following
the record of the civil law (Ex. 21: 24), is the record of
the building of the tabernacle, the appointing of the
priesthood,and the sacrificial offering pertaining there-
to. This is found in Exodus chapters 25, 81, 35-89.
Minute detail was given concerning the building of the
tabernacle with its holy and most holy apartments, In-
struction was given as to how it was to be covered, how
ihe boards were to be made and the number for its en-
closure, how its curtains were to be woven with needle-
- work,how the ark of the covenant wag to be made,how
it was to be overlaid with gold with the: mercy-seat as
a covering. The angels overshadowing the mercy-seat

. |of their purposes and why instituted.

were to be of beaten gold. The tables of stone wen
be placed in the ark. The altar of incense, the cani
stick with seven burners, the table of shewbread
the instruments of the holy place were given in dey
The altar of burnt offerings was to be placed at theg
of the tabernacle. The attire of the priests was giw
The high priest was to wear the holy attire. Thena
of the twelve tribes of Israel were to be worninapl
upon his breast. The attire of all the priests was re
lated by the law. The daily services, the yearly
ices, the appointed feast days, were all regulate |
the law. The book of Leviticus is quite prolific vi
these statutes that pertain to the tribe of Levi, ¥
quote some of these statutes to give the reader anif

‘*And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the chi
dren of Israel,saying,If a soul shall sin through ignorance agi
any of the commandments of the Lord concerning things w
ought not to be done,and sha!l do sught against them; if the pri:
that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people, tha
him bring for his sin,which he hath sinned, a youug bullock with§
blemish unto the Lord for a sinfoffering. And he shall bring
bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation befu
the Lord; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock’s head, and i
the Lullock before the Lord. And the priest that is anointed shs
take the bullock’s blood,and bring it to the tabernacle of the o
gregation: and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, @
sprinkle of the blood seven times before the Lord, before the
of the sanctuary. And if the whole congregation of Israels
through ignorance, and the thing be hid from the eyes of |
assembly, and they have done somewhat against any of the e«
mandments of the Lord cancerning things which should not be don
and are guilty: when the sin, which they have sinned againsti
is known, then the congregation shall offer a young bullockf
the sin, and bring him before the tabernacle of the congregatiy
And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon
head of the bullock before the Lord; and the bullock shall
killed before the Lord. And the priest that is snoint
shall bring the bullock’s blood to the tabernacle of the
gregation: and the priest shall dip his finger in some of
blood and sprinkle it seven times before the Lord, even befors
veil. When a ruler hath sinned, and done somewhat through i
rance against any of the commandments of the Lord his God ¢
cerning things which should not be done, and is guilty; orif
sin, wherein he hath sinned,come to his knowledge, he shall bt
his offering, a kid of the goats, a male without blemish; and !
shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat and kill it in the pis
where they kill burnt offerings before the Lord; it is a sin oﬂ_
ing. And the priest shall take the blood of the sin offering ¥i¥
his finger and put it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offerir
and shall pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar of b™
offering. And if any one of the common people sin through i
rance,while he doeth somewhat against any of the commandmes!
of the Lord concerning things which ought not to be done, 8
guilty: or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowiedt®
then he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a femsle?
out hlemish, for his sin which he hath sinned. And he shall Ia?
hand upon the head of the sin offering and slay the sin offerint
the place of the burnt offering. And the priest shall take of ¢
blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon the horns of ¥
sitar of burnt offerings, and shail pour out aii the biood 15
at the bottom of the altar. And he shall take away all th
thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the sacrifice of
offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for &

savor unto the Lord and the priest shall make an stonement ™
him, and it shall be forgiven him.” Lev, 4,
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e last expression of the above long quotation ex-
s the object of the priesthood and all the seryices
ining thereto. That is, that sin may be forgiven.
> this point, in the civil law which we have before
idered there was no forgiveness of the violation of
herior law.  Death and other punishments were
mly results. Bevond all this we are told that the
os of sin is death. This is the second death inflicted
aiter. But God in his mercy through Christ granted
®an to all who accept him that they might escape
«econd death. This spiritual work for the salvation
hen was a part of the theocracy of Israel. By these
ings the minds of the people were educated. By
pemblems they were impressed to accept of the
of Calvary who died to pay the penalty of the
en law. And while the civil law said, If a man kill
hould die for the transgression, the sacrificial law
¢ priesthood, said if he would bring a lamb, repre-
ing his faith in Christ and manifest true repentance
his violation of the law, he should have forgiveness,
s wo readily see hoth of these codes recognize the
erior royal law of the universe, and their statutes
e based upon its precepts. One a remedy for sin,
ather to condemn sin and punish the transgressor.
not clear that these codes are separate and distinct
yere the civil and royal laws? Are they not all three
ate and distinet, each one occupying a place of its
4]l related and coming from the same au*hor. Note
geriptures just quoted. If the priest sinned, if the
ple congregation sinned, if the ruler sinned, if the
mon people sinned, all were dealt with alike, all re-
sible to God in the same degree. A breaker of the
is the same, whether he be king, judge, prophet,
e, priest or people; all are amenable to God.
his law was educational and typical. As stated by
apostle Paul, it is not possible that the blood of bulls
goats could take away sin. No, it only represented
st's blood which cleanseth from all sin. It was not
ible for the high priest to forgive sin,  Says the
¢, he was only a type of Christ, our high priest.
a8 not possibie for those services in any sense fo re-
jesin, It is only the service of Christ that avails in
behalf. The tabernacle itself was to be made after
ern. And again the some writer in the New Tes-
et says in the book of Hebrews, the true tabernacle
th the Lord pitched and not man, is in heaven.
I we say, is it not clear the purpose of this law,
the necessity of it. Its very nature is entirely dif-
it from the former and its distinction from the oth-
W i as marked as light and darkness.
ible to understand the teachings of the Bible with-
this distinction.

P
-

Evil Propensity in Man.

J. H, HINDS,

B it is their own natural disposition.

It is not

anbgl]ileve it is a wicked spirit; and is in every per-
8t hag not the Spirit of God dwelling in him. We
fetimes hear people say the devil is in that mule, or
LW, Now does there have to be a being of some
Uto teach or entice that mule or cow to be mean?
. God says the
fination of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Gen.
And they had a king over them which is the
lof the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew
feis Abaddon, but in the Greek tonguae hath his

yon, Belzebub, Belial, Satan. Then entered Satan into
Judas Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.
Luke 22: 3. What was it that entered into Judas? But
Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart
to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the
price of the land? Acts 5: 3. The 9th verse tells us
that he and his wife agreed between themselves to
tempt the Spirit of the Lord. And in the synagogue
there was a man which had a spirit of an unclean devil,
and cried out with a loud voice saying, Let us alone;
what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou
art; the holy One of God. Luke 4: 33, 34. This man
had a spirit of an unclean devil. He was using vulgar
language. Jesus answered them, have not I chosen
you twelve, and one of you is a devil? John 6: 70. So
we find here that one of the men that Christ chose was
a devil. So this confirms nur argument that every man
is termed devil that has not the Spirit of God in him.
And when he was come out of the ship immediately
there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean
spirit, who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no
man could bind him, no, not with chains; because that
he had ceen often bound with fetters and chains, and
the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the
fetters broken in pieces, neither could any man tame
him. And always night and day he was in the moun-
tains, and in the tombs,crying and cutting himself with
stones. But when he saw Jesus afar off he ran and
worshipped him, and cried with a loud voice and said,
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the
most high God? I adjure thee by God. that thou tor-
ment me not. For he said unto him, come out of the
man; thou unclean spirit. And he asked him, What is
thy name. And he answered, saying, My name is le-
gion, for we are many. And he besought him much
that he would not send them away out of the country.
Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great
herd of swine feeding. And all the devils besought
him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter
into them. And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And
the unclean spirits went out and entered into the swine,
and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the
gea (they were about 2000), and were choked in the
sea. And they came to Jesus and saw him that was
possessed with the devil and had the legion sitting and
clothed, and in his right mind, and they were afraid.
And they that saw it told them how it befell to him
that was poss with the devil, and also concerning
the swine. And when he was come into the ship he
that had been possessed with the devil prayed v
he might be with him. Howbeit Jesus suffered him
not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and
tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee,
and hath had compassion on thee. And he departed,
and began to publish in Decapolis how great things
Jesus had done for him, and all men did marvel (were
astonished). _ Mark 5: 2-20. ~ What do we learn about
this man? We learn first that this man was a wild,
reckloss, lawless man, one that we term a desperado,
for it saysno man could bind him, no, not even with
chains. He had often been bound with fetters and
chains, and he would_break loose and get away. Al
we find that he stayed day and night in the mountains

*Apollyon.  So the devil is called, Abaddon, Apol-

and in the tombs, hiding from justice, just like men
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Martha.
Anxious and troubled about many things,
Fretting and fussing, as our phrase would be,
This answer of reproving kindness brings
Saint Martha's weakness home to you and me.
Her means are ample, her desire as large;
All they contain her home and heart afford:
Her largest bounty never can discharge
The debt of gratitude she owes her Lord.
And so with frequent steps and laden hands,
That hospitality may be complete,
She comes and goes, and little understands
Her sister’s sitting at the Master’s feet.
“No use for me to speak tc her;
Dost thou not care that I should serve alone?
Command her help.”” Her words and manner stir
Her guest to make an answer all his own.
“To fret and worry about man{ things
That perish with the using fills thy heart;
Tlg' service fo life’s cares and troubles clings,
ut Mary chooses the enduring part.”
Sc it is now; her temporal affairs,
Her sser ciaims the Church so often pleads,
Her table-ser 7ing 50 absorbs her cares,
She fails to realize diviner needs.
And so she comes and goes with fretful haste,
Her tasks laborious, anxious to complete,
And seldom stays the blessedness to taste
Of such as harken at the Savior's feet.
But anxious Martha, long beyond all blame,
And anxious Church, long pondering his word,
Let none presume your least defects to name,
Save in the spirit of the loving Lord. —Sel.
—_— e ro——

The Book of the Law.
G. G. RUPERT.

DIETARY AND SANITARY LAWS

All governments have found it necessary to legislate
upon sanitary and dietetic regulations. ' To illustrate,

fraudulant adulterations of food are practiced, hence
their sale is forbidden. Sanitary regulations of our
homes and premises are required by law, especially in
cities. Why is it necessary? Because where no heed to
these things is paid the lives of all are endangered.
Hence we recognize the principle that if a man know-
ingly does wrong he should be punished, for others
suffer for his wrong acts. If all governments find it a
necessity to legislate upon these principles there is
greater reason why God should give instructions in the
form of laws concerning them, In fact the vrirciples
of the decalog cannot be lived out without paying heed
to these principles here mentioned. The man who will-
fully disregards them and causes life to be lost is a
m_urderer and nothing short of it. The man who defiles
his own body and pays no heed to the instruction Gol
has given him allows his appetite to make him a glutton
or dx:unlsard. or if he entails disease upon his offspring
by his vicious habits, he has again violated the princi-
p!es of the law, ““Thou shalt not kill.”” If he shortens
his own life or takes his own life under the influence of
strong drink, opiates and these things that destroy the
mind, he has again done the same thing and must an-
swer to God for it in the fina! judgment. So God has
left us a safe guard by legislating upon this subject

and giving us laws which will save us 1. :
evil that is destroying the race, Ag:mfog;rtgii:l:ﬁmbtl:

his appetite ruined the world. Christ, by fasting
days, and overcoming temptation on this point hsg
deemed the world. All drunkards shall have their

in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone, &
Solomon, ‘‘When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, o
sider diligently what is before thee, and put a knife

‘t?léylthgoat if thou be a man given to appetite,”

These are the beasts which ye shall eat among all the by
that are on the earth. Whatsoever parteth the hoof,and is ek
footed, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall y
Nevertheless these shall ye not'eat of them that chew the e
of them that divide the hoof; as the camel, because he che
the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you.
the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the b
he is unclean unto you. And the swine, though he divide thel
and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is untle
you. OF their flesh shall ye not eat,and their carcase shallye
touch; they are unclean to you. These shall ye eat of all that
in the waters whatsoever hath fins and scales in the walen, i g
geas and in the rivers them shall ye eat. And all that bavw
fins and scales in the seas and the rivers, of all that movein
waters, and of any living thing which is in the waters, they
be an abomination unto you; they shall even be an aboming
unto you; ye shall not eat of their flesh, but ye shall have s
carcases in abomination. Whatsoever hath no fins nor scale
the waters, that shall be an abomination unto you. And thest
they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they
not be eaten, they are an abomination, the eagle, and the
frage,and the ospray,and the vulture, and the kite after hig K
every raven after nis kind: and the owl, and the night hawk,
the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind, and the little owl,
the cormorant, and the great owl, and the swan, and the pél
and the gier eagle, and the stork, and the heron after her %
and the lapwing and the bat. All the fowls that cregp, going®
all four, shall be an abomination unto you. Yet these may y¢
of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon all four, W
havle legs above their feet to leap withal upon the earth. Lax,
221,

Here is a law very plain and explicit in its decl
tion. These principles are regarded today more 0
by the civilized world, however, transgressions of
ferent precepts are made by many. Just a thoushf
be sufficient. As we look over the world every i
creature is eaten by some class of people. The SWi*
a staple article in this age of the world in diet
among Christianized people. This animal has ever®
held in the Scriptures as an abomination asan?
of diet. A thousand years after this law was ¥ri
Isaiah the prophet utters a prophecy which has it
phcation in the last days as follows:

- For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with all
and the slain of the Lord shall be many. They that sanetify!
selves and purify themselves in the gardens,behind one treelt
midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the ¥
shall be consumed together, saith the Lord. Isaiah 66: 16,11
again he says, I am sought of them that asked not for me: *
found of them that sought me not; I said, Behold me, behold ¢/
a nation that was not cailed by my name. I have spre
pinls all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh ":
that was not good, after their own thoughts; a people e
voketh me to anger continually to my face; that gacrifice!
dens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick; which *
among the graves and lodge in the monuments; which eat ¢

flesh and broth of abomingblp things s in their vessels. I8
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Many quotations like the above might be given, but
fficient is quoted to show how God regards these
ngs,and we might add, there is no stronger influence
the world today for the destruction of mankind than
lust of appetite manifested in its varied forms. In
ittony, drunkenness and the use of those things which
ptail disease on the offspring, benumb the finer sensi-
lities of man and lead to vice and crime of every sort,
d the greater portion of which has had its fostering
¢ in the debasing appetite of man, some have sup-
wed the New Testament Scriptures have changed
e regulations. Is it possible that a standard of such
pinent  value as a protectorate of the human race
uld be broken down by Christ and his followers. No
jeed. God gave the law to Moses and it like all the
at is for our good, who would change it. He changes
it. We see the lust of appetite leads to every debasing
p, even idolatry, The inspired penman speaking of a
riain class says whose god is their belly. Feasting,
mkenness, revelings and such like is what existed
it before the flood and will be the prevalent order of
We day just before the coming of Christ, and that re-
on which is claimed to be the religion of the Bible
it does nct make this law one of the pillars of its
ith is spurions and should be locked upon with suspi-
m, for a violation of this law is a forerunner to say
jeleast of a violation of everg law of the decalog. The
rd is very particular as to the sanitary conditions of
ecamp of Israel. See Deut. 23: 13, 14. Also was he
rticular concerning contagious diseases, enactments
ere made concerning the control and managements re-
rding them. Are not these enactments necessary to-
y7 Why are not those principles one of the founda-
n stones of human existence in this life? No Chris-
or good citizen will disregard them. In fact a
instian cannot disregard them, for in so doing.he is a
aker of the royal law and will be held in the judg-
Et as a transgressor. He who violates these things
ill not be judged by this law, but the royal law which
ll judge all mez in the last day.




